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Dancin’ the night away
Hundreds groove for charity at Dance Marathon

Students raise $177,000
at annual fundraising event
Amanda Coyne

ACOYNE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

More than 700 students packed the
main g ym at the Strom Thurmond
Wellness and Fitness Center for 24 hours
— 7 p.m. Friday to 7 p.m. Saturday —
and danced their way to $177,229.05 in
donations benefiting Palmetto Health
Children’s Hospital.
The conclusion of the 14th annual
philanthropy event brought the grand
total of money raised by Dance Marathon
for the hospital via Children’s Miracle
Network to $1,359,300.
“Seeing all these people together to
support the local children’s hospital was
awesome,” said first-year art student
Elisabeth Donato. “The best parts were
getting to hear from the families of
Miracle Children who were treated at
Palmetto Health and getting to meet
them.”
D u r i n g t h e e v e n t ’s o p e n i n g
ceremonies, Miracle Children and their
families spoke to the crowd about their
experiences at Palmetto Health. Jason
Bilton, the father of Miracle Child
Hannah, told a particularly touching
tale; Hannah and her mother, Karen,
were diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic
leukemia and breast cancer, respectively,
within days of each other in 2006.
“They both lost their hair together
and they both went through treatment

Photos by Nicole DeBartolo / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Pastafarians host athiest blogger for talk on sexuality
Greta Christina discusses morality,
diﬀerences in gender roles
Marianna Devenny

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

An avid atheist blogger came to campus Sunday
night to tell students how they can lead a fulfilling and
healthy sexual life without believing in God.
The Pastafarians at USC invited the speaker, Greta
Christina, to Currell College Sunday night to highlight
various themes dealing with religion, atheism and
sexuality.
Christina focused on how the majority of religions
concentrate on the belief that God cares who you have
sex with, when and how.
“Some religions only believe in having sex with the
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person you’re married to, that they’re the opposite sex
as you, while other religions go as far to ban things,
such as dancing, that could lead to sex,” Christina said.
“You would think that if these religions were based on
human interest, the rules would be the same across the
board.”
Christina mentioned how despite the differences in
these religions, there is a consistent double standard
when it comes to the treatment of women compared
to men.
“Women are punished differently for adultery and
divorce within religion ... they are treated differently
when they marry into inter-faith marriages,” Christina
said.
Concentrating on how religions vary so much with
sexual rules and treatment of the opposite sex, Christina
mentioned that religion can stifle sexual thoughts and

desires, making people feel extremely guilty.
“Within Christianity, lusting in your heart is just as
bad as committing adultery. It’s hardwired into people’s
minds to feel this way,” Christina said.
She underlined the societal implication that anything
promiscuous or sexual is negative.
“Sex is dirty and bad ... So, save it for the person you
love,” Christina said with a laugh.
Christina argued that the differences in religion and
the taboo aspects of them give people the idea that they
are giving themselves control over the most powerful
aspects of life. She said that instilling certain ideas in
people early on gives people control.
Instead of focusing on control, Christina argued that
atheists should focus on what is moral. Christina stated
that even though atheists don’t believe that morality
SEXUALITY ● 2
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DANCE ● Continued from 1
together, and they’ve both been cancer-free
for almost five years,” Bilton said. “This would
not have been possible without the support of
our family and friends and, of course, Palmetto
Health. Hannah is standing next to me today
because of projects like USC Dance Marathon.”
Karen Bilton was not in attendance, as she
was at home in Orangeburg, S.C.
“The miracle family testimonies are always
the most moving part of the event and this year
we were lucky to get multiple families who were
willing to talk with everyone and share their
stories,” Public Relations Director and thirdyear public relations student Megan Reidy said.
“Sharing with dancers how children that are
right in front of them might not be where they
are today without the help of Palmetto Health
Children’s Hospital really hits home for the
participants.”
More than 500 students participated as
dancers and were required to raise at least
$150, while an additional 142 students served as
volunteers. Many took part in a new program
in which they would work three hours and
dance for three hours if they raised at least $30.
“Last year, volunteers would work six hours
and do their job and leave, but this year we
decided to give them the opportunity to
volunteer but also participate and see what
Dance Marathon is all about,” said volunteer
coordinator Spencer Martin, a second-year
finance student. “We were very fortunate this
year. There are a few volunteers that have
raised over $200. It’s really awesome to see that
they’re going above and beyond.”
Students were kept up and dancing for
the full 24 hours by an enthusiastic morale
team of 60 members, including Student Body
President-elect Kenny Tracy and Student Body
Vice President-elect Chase Mizzell.
Rave hours, a yoga session and various
performances, including one from USC’s allmale a cappella group SoundCheck, also helped
keep dancers awake and on their feet.
W h i le don at ion s r a i sed by d a ncer s
ranged from $150 to more than $3,700 ,
high participation levels from members of

Fraternity and Sorority Life and other student
organizations led to the high final sum.
“Our sorority helped us with fundraising,”
said second-year elementary education student
Courtney Falgowski, a member of Kappa Delta
sorority. “We would go canning at basketball
games, and it was so easy for people to donate.
I sent a mass email out to my relatives to get a
lot of donations.”
She estimated her sorority raised $11,000.
Kappa Delta tied with Gamma Phi Beta
sorority for Top Overall Large Team, having
the highest number of participants. Delta Zeta
sorority won Top Overall Small Team with the
most participants in a smaller group. Gamma
Phi Beta also won the large team Miracle Cup,
first place in the banner competition and raised
the most money for a large team, bringing in
$18,729. Chi Omega sorority won the small
team Miracle Cup, while Alpha Chi Omega
and Kappa Kappa Gamma sororities placed
second and third, respectively, in the banner
competition.
JT George, a fourth-year fi nance student,
was the highest fundraiser on the morale team,
raising $4,010. Nicholas Peter, a first-year
business student, was the top fundraiser of the
504 dancers, with $3,773, and his eight-member
team, Boys’ Night Out, was the top small team
fundraiser with $5,178. Peter named his team
after his late father’s softball team.
“My father suddenly and unexpectedly passed
away before Christmas this year. I decided to
raise money for the kids in his name to keep
his memory alive for me and for my mother
and two brothers,” Peter said. “I wanted to give
my family hope. Throughout the dance, these
Miracle Children made me realize just how
blessed I am. They gave me hope. Standing and
raising money and screaming my lungs out was
the least I could have done for these children
after all they had done for me.”
Saturday would have marked Peter’s father’s
birthday and he said that participating in Dance
Marathon was his present to his father.
Nicole DeBartolo / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

Dance Marathon raised $177,299.05, topping 2011’s total of $160,584.
Including volunteers, individuals’ fundraising totals ranged from $30 to $4,010.

Jeremy Aaron/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Greta Christina discussed the reconciliation of
irreligion and sexuality at her Sunday night speech.
SEXUALITY ● Continued from 1
comes from God, they still believe in ethical restraints
when it comes to sex.
“By asking the question, ‘Is homosexuality moral?’
you can instead ask ‘Is anyone being harmed?’ or ‘Is it
consensual?’” Christina said.
Christina also said that, for atheists, it is important to
base sexual morality on a case-by-case basis. She gave
the example of one spouse telling the other they do not
want to have sex ever again, and that to do so would be
morally wrong. Arguing that people have the right to
say no to sex, this situation still is not moral within that
relationship.
“We can’t pawn off our decisions on God,” Christina
said.
Within the realm of atheism and sexual relationships,
Christina emphasized that people are quick to
judge others who have strange sexual practices and
arrangements.
“It’s okay to disagree, but listen to people who engage
in the sexual practices you don’t understand. Maybe
they’ll know more,” Christina said. “We cannot make
moral judgments solely on the purpose of what grosses
us out.”
Third-year Russian student and Pastafarians
President Kelley Freeman said that the event was
successful, with a relatively high turnout compared to
earlier events.
“She’s a passionate blogger and she has a book
coming out, and I’ve enjoyed it every time I’ve heard
her speak, so I thought that she’d be a great person to
have,” Freeman said.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
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Coke celebrates history at USC
SG, business fraternities
host Coca-Cola executive
Dashia Starr

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Coca-Cola Consolidated celebrated 125
years of refreshment by discussing the
company’s success and changes over the
years with students. Daniel Holmes, vice
president of marketing for Coca-Cola,
spoke to undergraduates on Friday in the
Darla Moore School of Business.
Student Government partnered with
business fraternities Delta Sigma Pi and
Alpha Kappa Psi to sponsor the event and
give marketing undergraduates insight on
marketing from a company that partners
with the university.
“Coke has been a part of our culture
for over 125 years,” said Student Body
President Joe Wright, a fourth year finance
and marketing student. “I think people are
just interested in Coca-Cola’s history and
gain a lot of insight from someone on the
inside.”
Holmes discussed Coke’s sustainability
efforts, knowledge that relates to the
job market and interviewing, marketing
and rare known facts about Coca-Cola
Consolidated.
“Our side is about the customers and
retail outlets,” Holmes said. “Point of
sale materials to retail promotion, local
sponsorships and regional assets is what we
do to make up our end of the marketing
plan.”
The company is the largest independent
bottler in the U.S. and distributes an
estimate of 150 million cases of soda a
year. As a bottler, manufacturing takes
place with the “biggest of the big brands.”
Syrup is purchased from Coca-Cola
Consolidated to produce beverages,
manufacture and distribute them around
A merica. Vitamin Water, Powerade,
Monster and other beverages are not made
on Coke’s production lines because of a
different manufacturing process. However,
the beverages’ syrups are purchased from
Coca-Cola.
A large retailer of Coca-Cola products,
USC is serviced out of Bishopville, S.C. and
Charlotte, N.C.
Holmes discussed Dr. Pepper’s shared
partnership, as many students questioned
who produces the soda. It is an independent
brand that gives 30-40 percent of its
business to Pepsi and Coke each. The
brand can afford to distribute itself in the

Oklahoma area as well.
“It’s okay to drink it from our viewpoint,”
Holmes said.
C oke h a s recent ly i nc rea sed it s
sustainability efforts, including a “plant
bottler” initiative with Dasani. Thirty
percent of the plastic bottle comes from
sugar cane, molasses and other plants.
According to Holmes, 60,000 barrels of oil
have been saved in the past year from this
effort.
Coca-Cola also uses its recycled bottles
to produce T-shirts and other giveaway
items. The company has created five
types of recycling bins placed around
organizations with which they partner,
such as USC. A unique one is Coke’s
recycled syrup bin.
“It’s not the most glamorous one out
there, but it hits home because it does a
double whammy,” Holmes said. “We are
recycling the bin fi rst, then encouraging
people to recycle the bin overall.”
At the event, Coke gave USC students
a keepsa ke for t he baseba l l tea m’s
championship to congratulate them in
a memorable way through a classic glass
Coke bottle.
“When partners go on to win back-toback championships, we can celebrate that
with them,” Holmes said. “We’re able to do
a commemorative bottle.”
Holmes also gave market ing
undergraduates advice to make the most of
their career after graduating.
“In the beginning, don’t focus on the
up,” Holmes said. “Focus on as many lateral
experiences as you can get.”
Over half of the jobs are created in the
manner that “it’s not what you know, it’s
who you know,” Holmes said, suggesting
that if students have contacts to help them
in their career field, they should use them.
“The contacts get you the interview; you
have to go get the job,” Holmes said.
Marketing students should try to get
brand and distributor experience to help
view the customer’s point of view better,
he said. Between 18 months and two years
should give a broad aspect of what the job
is.
“I’ve grown up being a Coke drinker,
so it’s cool to see how everything works
out,” said first-year marketing student Mia
Eriksson. “I think it’d be cool to work in
the beverage industry later on. I’m just
really interested in what makes people buy
what they do.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
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Dance Marathon tests
limits, conviction

Political neutrality key
to student experience
Rick Santorum defended Sunday earlier
comments he had made concerning the
strong liberal bias he sees in American
universities. Higher education is, according
to him, a collection of “indoctrination
mills” that defend a brand of political
correctness favoring the left and isolating
the right.
“College life is
“ Yo u t a l k
t
o
most k ids
about exposure
who go to
to ideas not
college who are
conservatives,”
only in classes,
he s a id , “a nd
but also from
you are singled
individual
out, you are
ridiculed.”
connections.”
To discredit
S a nt or u m’s
comments here would be naive. Education
as a profession often fi nds itself hand-inhand with left-wing political philosophies,
but Santorum’s broad generalization of
higher education overstates this tendency in
a way that neglects the reality of what role
politics really plays on college campuses.
Education here at USC, and at colleges
across the country, is technically “liberal,”
but not in a political sense. We’re required
to take lang uage and histor y classes,
categorized as “liberal arts.” This doesn’t
mean they’re politically biased, but that they
aim to expose us to a diverse range of topics
and opinions.
College life is about this exposure, not
only in classes, but also from individual
connections. The important aspect of this
is to challenges ideas, no matter where they
fall on the spectrum.
What we should expect from our student
experiences is an impartial representation of
the issues that often divide many students
along party lines.
Santorum’s call to protect the so-called
victimized conser vatives of A merican
universities rings a little hollow — and a lot
like his typical hyperbole. But the point is
worth noticing: Students should contribute
to their campuses in a way that holds the
overall standard of higher education to one
of respect and unbiased exposure to ideas.

Gambling could bring mixed blessings
Current practices leave
economic impact in doubt
Sout h Carol i na successf u l ly
completed a campaign in 2000 to ban
video poker machines from the state.
At the time, it was a $3 billion-a-year
industry that generated tax revenue
for the state — and massive campaign
contributions for its politicians. Once
the addiction was finally
broken, it seemed like
there was little desire
to allow gambling back
into the state.
Twel ve ye a r s a nd
one recession later, the
Scott Horn pressure is back on. A
wave of law yers and
Third-year
political science
former politicians are
student
now serving the gaming
industry as lobbyists,
touting the positive impacts of casinos
on job creation and the economy. Both
the Cherokee and Catawba tribes
in the state are attempting to build
casinos on their lands , while new
plans involving Internet poker cafes
and sweepstakes machines attempt to
bypass the decade-old ban on legalized
gambling.
There are mixed theories on the
benefits of gambling for the economy.
Some economists point out t hat
gambling is little more than one-sided
banking, where no new goods or values
are created. The other side points out
the usual costs of enforcing a ban on
vice, like special police operations and
officials bribed to look the other way.
Ultimately, the only way casinos
and other forms of gambling create
wealth is if tourists visit from outside
the state, or if locals who traveled stay
put. South Carolina already has two

casino boats that dock in the state, but
sail to international waters for gaming;
Florida and Georgia offer similar
opportunities. North Carolina has one
slot casino , while Florida has eight
multi-game facilities. So perhaps there
is opportunity.
Legalizing casinos has mixed results;
no better example of the extremes can
be found than Las Vegas and Atlantic
Cit y. The former has blossomed
with the introduction of the casinos,
becoming a cultural center through
music a nd shows. At la nt ic Cit y,
however, has never truly escaped its
status as a worn-down city; all of the
side industries that might benefit from
the tourists lured by the casinos, like
hotels and restaurants, are supplied by
the casinos themselves, thus limiting
the spread of wealth to a select few.
Tunica Count y, Miss., has seen
success. Once the poorest count y
in t he poorest state in t he U.S.,
welfare recipients and unemployment
plu m meted a f ter g a mbl i ng wa s
legalized , and st udies show t hat
casinos tend to focus hiring efforts on
minorities who are more likely to be
disadvantaged. However, crime rates in
the county jumped by nearly 20 percent
at the same time.
Today’s economic situation means
we can’t leave any means of revenue
unexplored. Yet we cannot rush into
re-legalizing gambling simply because
we are in a recession. Crime and
corruption are serious issues that come
with gambling, and they cannot be
ignored. Lobbyists should be taken
with a grain of salt, and independent
research should be done to ensure
that casinos — if allowed at all — are
developed in a responsible manner that
benefits the state as a whole, not just
the casino owners.

Hundreds of participants
stayed on their feet this weekend
for Dance Marathon, an annual
charity event that raised around
$177,000 this year.
The experience was fantastic
for participants and donors
alike. Parents and children who
received some of the money that
Dance Marathon has raised in
the past came to express their
gratitude for the
ha rd work a nd
sleeple s s n ight
that participants
endure. Though
it is nothing like
what parents with
sick children go
Annie
through, Dance
Wilson
Marathon allows
Second-year
students to catch
public relations
a glimpse of what
student
it might feel like
to have a child in
the hospital.
I participated in the 2011
Dance Marathon, and it was a
wonderful experience. It was
the first time I had stayed awake
for an entire 24 hours — let
alone danced that long. By the
end, I was completely delirious.
Yet t he stories I heard and
people I met and helped made it
completely worth it.
Of the 500 participants at the
2012 Dance Marathon, only
about 30 were males . Mostly
freshman sororit y members
par take in t he ex perience,
amounting to huge numbers
of females dancing and raising
mo ne y. T hou g h a c o uple
f r at er n it ie s h ad memb er s
part icipate, I believe more
should take the initiative to
raise money and help these
kids. Dance Marathon is a great
experience and allows you to
appreciate the life you have.
You can share the experience
w it h some of you r closest
friends, and the more diverse
the participants, the better the
results.

Conservatives stifle conversation about sex
Republicans show ignorance, insensitivity
on issues of reproductive, women’s health
In recent weeks, the Republican Party has made a
compelling case for improving the quality and breadth
of sex education in this country — not intentionally,
of course, but rather by demonstrating their own
incredible cluelessness. On issues involving birth
control, abortion and women’s reproductive health,
generally conservative lawmakers have made it clear
that they have no idea what they are talking about. Yet
they have also made it clear that they intend to keep
legislating about it.
Gov. Bob McDonnell of Virginia backed off,
albeit slightly, from his support for a bill that would
force many women seeking abortions in Virginia to
first submit to a medically unnecessary transvaginal
ultrasound, the sort of practice the phrase “invasive
procedure” was invented to describe. This coming
from the party of “small government.” Explaining
his newfound reluctance to support state-mandated

penetration, McDonnell pleaded ignorance. He says
he hadn’t realized how invasive the procedure was,
despite national media having explained it as explicitly
as is allowed. It seems hard, at first, to believe that he
is really that clueless, but maybe he just
never asked himself what it was that he
was advocating.
In the Virginia legislature last week,
one of McDonnell’s fellow Republicans,
Delegate Dave A lbo , took to t he
floor to deliver, to much laughter and
applause, a monologue about how his
Mat
plans to have sex with his wife one
Sloughter night were frustrated by the appearance
Fourth-year
on television of one of his colleagues
Russian student
discussing the transvaginal ultrasound
bill. Albo demanded an apology from that colleague,
apparently believing it was hearing the word “vaginal”
on the news that killed his wife’s libido that night,
and not the fact that her husband was backing statemandated penetration. All the while, Albo is unable to
actually say the word himself, abbreviating it instead
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to “v.” Is it too much to ask that people who are too
embarrassed to say the name of a thing aloud not try to
legislate what goes into it?
But the most glaring example of Republican
cluelessness on matters of reproductive health has to be
the hearing held by the House Oversight Committee
on the subject of birth control access, to which no
women were invited as witnesses on the first panel.
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I kind of hope she does.
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discussing women’s health issues. I’m doing so myself
right now. But as with any topic, and especially topics
where one lacks personal experience, it’s important
that we know what we are talking about, and these
Republican men clearly haven’t a clue.
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Delta Rae
Though Delt a R ae hasn’t
released a full-length album,
t h e D u r h a m , N .C . - b a s e d
ba nd has received nat iona l
recognit ion t hank s to a gig
open i ng for Ha nson , some
local N PR inter v iews and a
s er ie s of c over s o n g s t h at
gave Southern f lair and raw
harmonies to popular favorites.
The group has musical roots
that span several genres, from
gospel to bluegrass to rock.

Last year, Delta Rae released a
series of free songs, including
r a re acou st ic c ut s of t hei r
previously released material
as well as covers ranging from
K a n y e We s t ’s “A l l o f t h e
Lights” to Alanis Morissette’s
“Your House.” The group is set
to release a new LP this spring
and its self-titled debut EP is
available for $5 on iTunes.
Courtesy of facebook.com

ARTISTS YOU MAY
BE MISSING OUT ON
Indie, hip-hop, rock, bluegrass
among new music on the rise
Courtesy of myspace.com

Kristyn Winch

KWINCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Freelance Whales
Though the band’s name
may not sou nd fa m i l ia r,
Freela nce W h a le s’ song
“Generator First Floor” could
be heard in homes across
America as the soundtrack
to a Starbuck s telev ision
commercial. The band, which
formed in 2008 , feat ures
Chuck Criss (older brother
of “Glee” star Darren Criss)
and has a unique folk-rock
sound that appeals to fans
of groups like The Avett

Brothers and Edward Sharpe
& the Magnetic Zeros. All
band members play multiple
i nst r u ment s a nd br i ng
different flavors to each track.
Freelance Whales is signed to
Mom + Pop Records but has
taken its music to the streets,
performing in public places
like subway stations, and on
tour across the United States
and Canada.

In this day and
age, audiences are
hit with new music
releases at such a
fast pace and high
vo l u m e t h a t i t ’s
easy for listeners to
d i s c ove r a n a r t i s t
several months
after he or she has
released an album.

Whether you’re
looking for some
diver sion from the
Top 40 or you want to
fill your spring break
road trip playlist with
some new tunes,
check out these five
a r ti sts on the r i se
to enhance your
musical horizons.

Karmin

Courtesy of billboard.com

Prior to an early February
“ S at u rd a y N i g ht L i v e”
performance, Karmin was a
relatively unknown act. The
duo, consisting of soon-tobe-married Nick Noonan
and Amy Heidemann , met
while studying at Berklee
College of Music and began
recording together as part
of a school project. The pair
adopted the name Karmin,
taken from Latin for “song”

and spelled
to hint at “karma,”
to give their sound an
identit y. Karmin’s sound
is a blend of hip-hop, jazz
and pop with stripped-down
instrumental arrangements
a nd c at c hy, f u n l y r ic s .
The group’s debut album,
“Brokenhearted,” is in stores
now.

Kopecky Family Band
If you had the chance
to catch Kopeck y
Family Band’s gig at
5 Points Pub earlier
t h is mont h, you
know the group puts
on a l ively show.
Formed in 2007 in
Nashv i l le, Ten n. ,
K o p e c k y Fa m i l y
Ba nd has released
three EPs together.
The indie rock band
has brought its eclectic
mix of guitars, cello,
xylophone, accordion
a nd a slew of ot her

instruments to several
fe st iva ls, i nclud i ng
Bonnaroo and South
By Sout hwe st . A nd
it doesn’t stop at the
instruments — band
members incorporate
unusual but beautiful
sounds with common
obje c t s l i k e c h a i n s
a nd t rash ca ns i nto
their shows. Kopecky
Family Band is on tour
and will make stops in
Nort h Carolina and
Tennessee in April.

Courtesy of kopeckyfamilyband.com

Grouplove

Courtesy of mtv.com

Formed after an improv
j a m s e s s io n at a n a r t i s t
colony, Grouplove cou ld
easily be labeled a jam band.
The ba nd’s debut albu m,
“ N e v e r Tr u s t a H a p p y
Song,” is a col lec t ion of
high-energy songs with lush
multi-part harmonies and
rich instrumental texture.
G r o u p l o v e ’s m e m b e r s
c h a n n e l t h e i r e m o t io n s
i nto per for ma nces; t hei r
live performances are high

energy physical tour de force.
The band’s song “Tongue
Tied” was feat ured on an
iPod Touch commercial and
has become an alternative
rad io h it . Check out
Grouplove’s SPIN Sessions
p e r f or m a nc e o n s p i n .
com to see the band’s
passionate playing in
action.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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‘Act of Valor’ fails to entertain
Film presents generic action,
reminiscent of ‘Call of Duty’
Tyler Simpson

TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Courtesy of collider.com

“Act of Valor”

D+

Director: Mike McCoy, Scott Waugh
Starring: Active duty Navy SEALS
Rating: R for strong violence including
some torture, and for language
Most of the hype that surrounds “Act of Valor”
is t hat t his f ilm is supposedly more realist ic
than ever y other action and war movie of its
kind because active duty Navy SEALS were cast
instead of actors. The co-directors felt that casting
act ual Nav y SE A Ls would be bet ter for t he
fi lm. I personally don’t know that, based on past
compelling war dramas such as “Saving Private
Ryan” (1998) and “The Hurt Locker” (2008).
W hile t he act ion may indeed be realist ic,
everything else about “Act of Valor” is generic and
not compelling.
Directed by ex-stunt men and extreme sports
documentarians Mike McCoy and Scott Waugh,
the team makes “Act of Valor” look like what
“Battle: Los A ngeles” (2011) was: A complete
recruiting video filled with constant militar y
movie clichés and overly ostentatious military
propaganda.
The story opens in the most overdramatic way
possible: A terrorist explosion occurs in Indonesia
and doesn’t just kill an American diplomat, but a

schoolyard full of children as well. We are then
introduced to the SEALS, supposedly portraying
themselves, as they embark on a mission to rescue
a CIA agent (Roselyn Sanchez) held captive by
a family values-f launting drug kingpin Christo
(Alex Veadov). He’s in cahoots with a Chechnyan
Jihadist named Abu Shabal ( Jason Cottle) who
plans to transport suicide bombers to major cities
in America.
The screenplay, w rit ten by Ku rt Joh nstad
(“300”), leans heavily on hilariously tedious,
poetic voice-over narration from one of the main
SEAL characters, including lines such as “Being
dangerous was sacred” and “War is the country of
will.” It also includes too many throwaway lines
like “This could be big trouble in little China.”
The cinematography in “Act of Valor” doesn’t
impress much either. The camera work in some
of the action sequences often jumps into the
perspective of a fi rst-person shooter video game,
particularly “Call of Duty.” In fact, there is one
point-of-view shot that also includes calculated
slow motion, making it seem like the camera style
was indeed borrowed from a “Call of Duty” video
game.
There are some action sequences that feature
some thrilling shots of naval operations. The
opening rescue has an entertaining sequence of
boats dropped from helicopters and the scene
feat u r i ng a nuclea r subma r i ne su r fac i ng is
partially breathtaking. However, the movie makes
little sense of how these men communicate and
strategize together. The screenplay often gets
cluttered with technical vernacular in the field that
isn’t fully explained.
As for the casting idea for this fi lm, I found it
incomprehensible why the Navy thought it was a
great idea to showcase its brave men and women by
letting active duty SEALS portray characters in a
story that isn’t a documentary and makes real war
look like a generic action fi lm.
As for their characters in the movie, the onscreen Naval officers are neither well-developed
nor well-written. Every SEAL in this movie is
simply portrayed as a brave and honorable family
man.
“Act of Valor” reminds audiences that it’s the
job of the SEALs to put their lives on the line
to protect the freedom that we so often take for
granted. But it’s my duty to tell you if this movie is
worth your time and money. And it isn’t. The story
is completely clichéd, the acting is stiff, the music
is overdramatic, the dialogue is pretentious and
every character is undeveloped.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Have an opinion?
Like music or movies?

Apply to work for
The Daily Gamecock!

We’re halfway through the semester. If you’re
looking for a new activity, a way to get
involved, to meet new people, to contribute
to the Carolina Community, sign up!
Whether it’s photography, copy editing, design,
writing — be it opinion, arts and entertainment,
local news, or sports — we’ve got a place for you.
Come to our interest meetings after Spring Break:

Tuesday, March 13
Wednesday, March 14

@ 7 p.m.
in The Daily Gamecock newsroom
Russell House room 333

For more information, email editor@dailygamecock.com

Get

IT BEFORE

IT'S

E
N
GO

Don't miss out on
The Sarge Fry-E,
A delicious sandwich
created by USC student
Jeff Bickely, to honor
Gamecock baseball!
Get your hands on
one at The Ballpark
Grill in Grand Market Place
until Feb. 29.
car
carolinadiningusc

Monday, February 27, 2012
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
Maine camp needs fun loving
counselors to go teach all land,
adventure & water sports. Great
summer! Call (888)4844-8080
apply: campcedar.com

HOUSING
SUBLEASE WILSHIRE HOUSE
APARTMENT
1100 Wheat Street- 1BR 1BA
spacious apartment. Looking
for someone to sublease this
apartment for $846/month
(includes water) from March 1st
til end of July! Great for USC
students-Strom Thurmond gym
is right across the street and
all campus buildings are within
walking distance. Please email
Matt at kellymf@email.sc.edu or
call732-343-1475

NOW HIRING!
SWIM TEACHERS!
Pay starts @ $10 per hour.
Free Training and Certification.
Email Jim Reiser @
swimprofessor@sc.rr.com
your current availability,
background/qualifications, and if
you will be here for the summer.

OPPORTUNITIES
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No
Experience Nec.Training Available.
800-965-6520 Ext253

Make this summer different!!
The YMCA of Columbia is on the
hunt for AMAZING staff to
mentor campers at our 4 day
camp locations. If interested
check out the Careers section
at www.columbiaymca.org!

EMPLOYMENT
Make $200 a day sending emails
tinyurl.com/PayDaySystem

Experienced Personal Trainers
Needed
Located a mile from campus. PT
available. Contact Anne Marie for
details. 803.799.9455
Email mfulmer44@aol.com
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LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

ADDITIONAL INFO
Fitness Instructors - Are you a
nationally certified group exercise
instructor?

Colonial Life is looking for group
exercise instructors to teach a
variety of classes at their corporate
fitness facility. Are you energetic,
fun and lead by example? Do you
teach a specialty class such as
ZUMBA, Pilates, or Yoga? We’re
looking for all types of instructors
so contact us today to schedule an
interview.

Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury party
cruise. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of 13
resorts. Appalachia Travel. www.
BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication

Call 803-678-2515 for more
information or send your resume to
WellpowerCLA@coloniallife.com or
fax 803-678-2510.

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE
TODAY
OPEN MIC NIGHT
9 p.m., free
5 Points Pub, 2020 Devine St.
BODY WORLDS VITAL
10 a.m. - 5 p.m., $18 adults / $15
seniors / $12 children
South Carolina State Museum,
301 Gervais St.

TOMORROW

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Follow a stronger leader
and beat your best time.
You’re a champion. Toss
the ball to your partner.
Yo u r l u c k h a s j u s t
improved immensely. Pay
it forward.

Your career can really
t a k e o f f n o w. T h e
money’s available, but
save more than you spend.
Relationships are most
important. Rid yourself of
unnecessary obligations.

Today’s a whirlwind of
activity. Your productivity
reache s new height s,
especially when you’re
having fun. Anything’s
possible. Leave time for
relaxation.

Taurus

Virgo

Capricorn

Take every opportunity
to share good tidings.
Important people speak
well of you. Be prepared
for uninvited company.
Accept a pearl of wisdom
from a friend.

You’re on a roll. Step
on stage and play your
part. You’re lining up
the pieces for a positive
change. Be prepared, so
you can move quick ly
when necessary.

Ideas f low like water,
so pluck some from the
stream and write them
down. Charm customers
with your sk ills.
Competition has you pick
up the pace.

Gemini

Libra

Aquarius

Handle kitchen repairs
and you’ll appreciate it
daily. A discovery brings
sought-after information.
Accept a tough
assignment that brings
more income.

Suggest an innovation.
W hat you learn today
benefits more than just
yourself. Your t heor y
works! Replenish your
reserves. Tap into your
environment.

Friends help you solve a
philosophical problem.
Your imagination profits.
Make commitments and
promises in the privacy of
your own home.

Cancer

Scorpio

Think of ways to increase
your resources. Of fer
new services. Help your
friends and let them help
you. Expand your view.
It’s a great time for travel.

Work in partnership with
others to get the most
value today. Your good
e ne r g y ’s c o nt a g iou s .
Extra effort earns you
a b onu s. A rom a nt ic
evening beckons.

Get into the books for
the next couple of days.
Yo u m a y g e t m i x e d
signals and contradicting
information. Find out
what works for you, and
use it.

Pisces

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

S

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
tud
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

02/27/12

1 2 3 4

for 02/24/12

JUNIOR BREAKFAST

BURRITO
AVAILABLE LATE NIGHT

WOODHILL MALL — NEXT TO TARGET
FIVE POINTS — NEXT TO WALGREEN
WALGREEN’SS

STARTING AT 10:30 PM—THURSDAY THRU SUNDAY MORNING
ORNING

PROJECT CONDOM WITH “PROJECT
RUNWAY’S” MONDO GUERRA
8 p.m., free with CarolinaCard
Russell House Ballroom

TODAY
“PARIAH”
6 p.m. and 8 p.m., $6.50 students /
$7.50 general
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

“INSIDE JOB”
6:30 p.m. show / 7 p.m. show,
free
Conundrum Music Hall, 626
Meeting St.

02/27/12

ACROSS
1 Family nickname
5 Turkeys
10 Together, in
scores
14 Say and mean
15 “Star Wars” name
16 Locks that are
hard to manage
17 Shed tool
18 Restraints to
prevent the
eating of
forbidden fruit?
20 “Who am __
judge?”
21 ID theft target
22 Eastern faith
23 Crooned while
tipsy?
26 Sleep: Pref.
28 Present in court
29 Resistant to
punches?
32 Ofﬁciate
34 Word often
ignored in
alphabetizing
35 Golfs, e.g.
36 Scary place to
pray?
40 Thickness
42 Wide size
43 Big-league
44 Actor Holbrook
under the
weather?
48 Island mentioned
in the Beach
Boys’ “Kokomo”
52 At __: in one go
53 Underwater
menace?
55 Doha resident
58 Patience-virtue
link
59 Regulus’s
constellation
60 Rooster that
doesn’t wake you
up?
62 End of school?
63 Rhode Island
senator for
whom an
education grant
is named
64 Struggling with
65 Community
service org.
66 Escaped
67 “Then ...”
68 One good at
takeoffs

DOWN
1 Model/actress
Berenson
2 Online image
3 Vietnam’s __
Delta
4 Exist
5 Met villains,
perhaps
6 Round gaskets
7 McKinley, e.g.:
Abbr.
8 Leader
9 Junior-to-be
10 Key related to C
11 Cop’s order
12 Thus far
13 Twisting shape
19 Struggle with
sassafras?
21 Absolute
24 Sage
25 Restaurant pots
27 They might
happen
30 “The Motorcycle
Diaries” subject
31 McCain : Palin ::
Dole : __
33 Went up
36 One of seven in
this clue
37 Casual “Sure”
38 Italian luxury
label
39 Legendary

Solutions from 02/24/12

accounts
40 Free TV ad
41 Strong ﬁnish?
45 Younger, as a
sister
46 Play-of-color gem
47 Camera store
choices
49 Tanning booth
item, brieﬂy
50 “The Devil’s
Dictionary” author
51 12-time
All-Star
Roberto
54 Invite as one’s

date for
56 Self-titled 2000s
sitcom
57 Self-assured
statement
60 Basker’s abbr.
61 A little off
62 One-named R&B
singer
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Women’s hoops top MSU 53-47 on Senior Day
USC finishes season with win
before SEC tournament

(21- 8, 10 - 6 SEC ) clawed back
from an eight point deficit with 15
minutes to play in the second half.
Head coach Dawn Staley said
the seniors have played a huge role
in bringing the program to where
it is now.
“These sen iors have been
t h rough a 10 -18 sea son a nd it
didn’t feel good,” Staley said. “We
all looked at t hings dif ferent ly
in t hat we wanted to t urn t hat
arou nd. It took us com m it t ing
to one a not her a nd to bei ng
a st udent-athlete in its totalit y,
because it’s not just work ing on
one thing or the other, it all has to
work together. It also takes some
time to mature and these seniors
have put themselves in position to
take this program to another level
since I’ve been here.”
T he G a meco c k s st a r ted t he
game off with a rash of turnovers
t hat put t hem i n a hole where

Kyle Heck

KHECK@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Prior to the game on Sunday,
M a rke sh ia Gr a nt , C h a renee
St ephen s , C ou r t ne y Ne w t on ,
Ebony W i lson, a nd La’Keisha
Sutton were honored as the five
sen iors on t he tea m who were
playing their fi nal home game in
front of the Colonial Life Arena
crowd.
D u r i n g t he 53- 47 w i n over
t he A rkansas Razorback s, t hey
showed ex ac t ly why t hey have
brought this team to contention
in the SEC.
Tenacious defense, aggressive
play and an undeniable attitude
were just too much for t he
R azorback s as Sout h Ca rol i na

know a hero?
we’re not talking about
somebody in a cape.
we’re talking about somebody who
stood up, spoke up, took charge or
helped out in a sƟcky situaƟon,
large or small,
that really meant a lot to you.
nominate them at
www.sa.sc.edu/shs/savip/hero
we’ll recognize them at the
Hero Awards Banquet March 21 at 9 a.m.
in the Capstone Room
USC StandUp
StandUpSAVIP
Standup-Carolina.blogspot.com

they struggled until 10 minutes
had gone by in the second half.
With eight turnovers in the fi rst
n i ne m i nutes, USC was g iv ing
A rkansas (21-7, 10-6 SEC) easy
basket s t hat resu lted i n a 45.5
shooting percentage for the Hogs
in the fi rst half.
Howe ver, Sut ton a nd ju n ior
A shley Br u ner carried t he
Gamecocks back into t he game
w it h 19 of t he teams 24 points
at halftime. Bruner finished the
game w it h 15 point s a nd eight
rebounds, six of which came on
the offensive end, and Sutton had
a game-high 16 points.
“We got stops and made baskets,
and we were all hy ped, so t hat
helped,” Bruner said. “On fi lm we
knew that they didn’t box out so
my thing was that if they didn’t
put a body on me, I was going to
the glass.”
Added Sutton, “We have a three
minute drill that we do in practice
where it’s the fi rst squad against
the second squad and we have to
go after it and get stops, and that
really fi red me up personally and
I think it did the same thing for
my team.”
T he st a r t of t he second ha lf
lo oked muc h l i ke t he st a r t to
t he game w it h t he G amecock s
turning the ball over and Arkansas
fi nishing fast breaks on the other
end. With 14:58 left in the game,
the Gamecocks found themselves
dow n 38 -30 a f ter a La’ K eish a
Sut ton t urnover. It was at t hat
point that Carolina turned it up
defensively and went on a 14 - 4
run that gave USC its fi rst lead of
the game.
A r k a n s a s h e a d c o a c h To m
Col len at t r ibuted t he col lapse
to the job USC does in scouting
their opponents.
“To their credit, they did what
we wanted to do to them,” Collen
said. “They kind of ran the ball at
us off the dribble and got us back
on our heels. They either got the
lay ups or their post players got
offensive rebounds, so that really
hurt us. They do a tremendous

job preparing, I think that’s the
biggest thing they do defensively
is their game prep for each team
that they play. We ran this same
st u f f at Ten ne s see a nd scored
70-something points on them and
we tried to run it again against
S o u t h C a r o l i n a a n d c o u ld n’t
score.”
The G amecock s held t he
Razorbacks to just fi ve field goals
in the second half on 20.8 percent
shoot i ng. O n t he ot her h a nd,
USC shot 50 percent (13-26 from
the field) in the second half.
“I n t he f i r st ha lf, t hey were
play ing of f of ou r post players
and clogging up the lane,” Staley
said. “So we went into our 1-4 flat
where we either go one-on-one or
start up some dribble handoffs.
We thought that opening the floor
a little bit allowed us to attack the
basket, and that is kind of what it
was, allowing our players to make
plays.”
T h is ph i lo sophy re s u lted i n
42 of t he 53 G a mecock poi nt s
to come from within the paint.
On the day, USC made just one
3-pointer.
“I t h i n k for us, we have a
tendency to rely on outside shots,
so when t hey ’re not falling we
don’t m a k e t he adj u s t me nt s ,”
Staley said. “We wanted to score
by way of our post players and by
way of penet rat ing and gett ing
offensive rebounds.”
With the win, the Gamecocks
lo c k up t he f i f t h s e e d i n t he
SEC tou r nament, wh ich st ar t s
Thursday. Staley addressed t he
crowd after the game, thank ing
them for their support throughout
the season and telling them that
“there is still a lot of basketball
left to be played.”
“We have an opportunity to get
in (to the NCA A tournament) by
w i n n i ng t he SEC tou r nament,
that is fi rst and foremost,” Staley
s a id. “O u r re s u me s p e a k s for
itself.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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Bright gets two starts at second base in win
Tanner happy with progress
of freshmen through six games
Richard Pearce

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

W hen South Carolina baseball
coach Ray Tanner was a player he
had one outing where he didn’t play
well, but his coach told him that
he would play him the next game
because otherwise all he would think
about was the poor outing.
“The quickest way you can forget
about something like that is to get
back on t he f ield,” Tan ner said.
Tanner took that lesson from his
days as a player to heart this past
weekend.
In the ninth inning of Saturday’s
game against t he Elon Phoenix,
Ta n n e r s a id f r e s h m a n s e c o n d
baseman Connor Bright “had one go
through the wickets,” allowing two
runs to score and cutting the USC
lead to one. USC was able to hold
onto the lead and win Saturday’s
game 3-2.
W hat Tanner had learned as a
player, he taught as a coach, but as
the coach, Tanner still hasn’t made
a decision about who will secure the
spot at second base.
“That’s one of the reasons [Bright]
got the start,” Tanner said after the
sweep of Elon. Tanner wanted his
f reshman inf ielder to retain his
confidence and know that his coach
had confidence in him.
“Just needed to go out there today
and just forget about yesterday,”
Br ight sa id. “Today I felt more
com for t able, a nd I felt more
comfortable at the plate as well.”
I n Br ight’s st ar t on Sat u rday,
he had t wo hits, an R BI, as well
as an error in t he nint h. Bright
had nothing more than a distant
memor y about Sat urday’s game,
playing well in the field Sunday;
however, he struggled at the plate
with no hits and one walk, though he
scored a run on a triple by freshman
outfielder Tanner English.
A f t er lo s i n g t h r e e i n f ielder s
from last season, Tanner has had
to start freshmen to fill the gaps.
On Sunday, he played six, including
Bright and English, bot h Sout h
Carolina natives. Though Tanner
said he doesn’t like to be reminded

that he plays so many freshmen, he’s
encouraged by their quick progress.
“They’re good players,” Tanner
said. “They’re talented players and
they’re not guys that are lucky to be
on the field, they’re guys that have
ability to be on the field. The key is
to help them understand the game
a little bit more than maybe where
they were last year when they try to
perform at this level. They are very
capable. The more comfortable that
they get, the better they’re going to
play.”
Ta n n e r s a i d s h o r t s t o p J o e y
Pa n k ake, who went 2-for- 4 a nd
had three runs in Friday’s 8-1 win,
is becom i ng more of t he player
that he is meant to be as he plays
more games. Tanner said English
was ma k i ng t he sa me sor t of
development.
T h e s p o t l i g ht o n t h e t e a m ,
however, rema i ns to t he lef t of
Pa n k a ke. W h i le Br ight st a r ted
G a m e 2 a nd 3, j u n io r c ol le g e
transfer Chase Vergason got the
start in Game 1. Tanner said Bright
has been more comfortable, while
Vergason has been “antsy.”
Costen, the other candidate at
second, played t h roughout t he
weekend as a designated hitter or
in left field, getting the start in left
field in Game 3 and pushing senior
Adam Matthews out of the lineup
for the day.
“ We’ve g ot t o g i ve T J s ome
opportunities as well. He’s a pretty
g o o d of f e n s i ve g u y w it h g re at
speed,” Tanner said. “We’re still
going through the process to figure
out exactly what we want them to
do.”
De spite t he u ncer t a i nt y t h at
lingers at second base, Tanner said
that the six games have given his
new players confidence, which will
be part icularly important in t he
next weekend series against instate
rival Clemson. The Gamecocks will
have to play a midweek game against
Presbyterian on Tuesday night fi rst.
“Good teams have to be able to
win,” Tanner said. “At the end of the
day you have to be able to win the
games, despite any circumstances
that you’re dealing with.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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USC freshman second baseman Connor Bright started in Game 2 and 3 of the series
sweep against Elon, committed just one error and scored a run over the weekend.
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Pitching pushes Gamecocks to sweep
Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Senior pitcher Matt Price and junior Tyler Webb combined for 16 strikeouts in the Gamecocks’ 3-2 victory over Elon on Saturday. USC allowed just three runs in the series.

USC tops Elon after allowing
just seven hits in the series
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

For most of the weekend series
against Elon, the South Carolina
dugout was quieter than usual.
With a no-hitter going through
8.2 innings in Game 1, and then
another no-hitter going until the
fifth in Game 2, none of the players
could talk about the no-hitters so as
to not jinx them.
“You think about it, but at the
sa me t i me, you wa nt to t r y to

get it out of you r head as soon
as possible,” said f irst baseman
Christian Walker. “You don’t want
to sit there and blame yourself for
it (not happening) just because you
were thinking about it.”
Though the Gamecocks would
ultimately get through the weekend
without their first no-hitter since
1975, they would sweep the Phoenix
by score s of 8 -1, 3-2 a nd 6 - 0,
respectively, behind dominating
starting pitching.
Though USC coach Ray Tanner
said he wasn’t engrossed in getting
a no-hitter in the fourth and fi fth
games of the season, he was happy
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USC senior pitcher Matt Price said his arm felt great in his outing against Elon on
Saturday. He struck out a career-high eight batters in five innings, allowing one hit.

with his pitching after USC had 32
strikeouts and allowed just seven
hits over the series.
“I t h in k it’s t he reason we’ve
had a chance to win our games,”
Tanner said. “We’ve played pretty
good defense, but we haven’t been a
potent team offensively. We scored
some runs and we won, but we’ve
been able to win our games because
of our pitching staff.”
All three starting pitchers were
on a restricted pitch count, just as
they were for the opening series
against Virginia Military Institute.
Though Tanner said he left Friday
starter Michael Roth in an inning
longer than he wanted to, he pulled
Saturday starter Matt Price after
he threw 81 pitches through five
innings.
Price, who said h is ar m t ired
toward the end of his first outing
against VMI, allowed just one hit
and struck out a career-high eight
batters. He and reliever Tyler Webb
combined for 16 strikeouts.
In his fi rst outing, Price struggled
with his command, hitting three
batters and walking another three,
though he didn’t allow a hit and
had seven strikeouts. Against Elon,
Price issued just one walk.
“You’re only as good as your last
start,” Price said. “I just wanted to
go out there and prove everybody
wrong.”
W hile the Phoenix was able to
avoid the shutout in the first two
games of the series with late-game
rallies, USC got its shutout in Game
3 behind Colby Holmes’ start. He
pitched 5.2 innings, striking out
six, walking three and allowing just
three hits.
“I think Colby has been one of
those guys that has kind of toiled

in the shadows of Roth and Price
and some other guys,” Tanner said.
“He’s been pretty steady for us. He’s
better. His fastball has a little bit
more giddy-up now. He can get his
change-up going. ... He competes
a nd he’s i ntense. That’s what I
like about Colby — if you score
some runs for him, then he’ll come
back out there and we call it the
shutdown inning. He’ll try to get
back in the dugout again and try to
use that momentum to his benefit.
He’s done a nice job for us.”
Ta n ner at t r ibuted t he st rong
pitching performance to the veteran
leadership of starters Roth, Price
and Holmes, though Tanner felt
comfortable in throwing freshmen
Evan Beal and Vince Fiori after he
pulled Holmes, who had 88 pitches.
Fiori, Beal, and senior Ethan Carter
combined for no hits, no walk s
and three strikeouts in relief for
Holmes. Tanner said that freshman
Jordan Montgomery is the probable
s t a r t er f or t he m id we e k g a me
against Presbyterian.
But w it h a you ng l i neup, t he
veteran starting pitching has been
able to take some of the pressure off
the offense, which is still fi nding its
footing.
“We as an offense probably need
to swing it a little better, but they’ve
been pick ing us up so far,” said
third baseman LB Dantzler. “I’m
sure later in the season they’ll be
game where we pick them up —
hopefully not if they keep throwing
like this — but it definitely gives
us confidence because so far if we
score one or two runs, we’re going
to win.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Men’s basketball drops to 2-12 in the SEC after loss
Gamecocks fall 73-64 to UT
after shooting just 32.4 percent
Kyle Heck

KHECK@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

South Carolina continued its season-long slide
on Saturday with a 73-64 loss to the Tennessee
Volunteers.
The loss puts USC at 10 -18, 2-12 in SEC
play and is just another chapter in the long and
disappointing season that’s left many, including
coach Darrin Horn, frustrated.
“We did not get off to a good start tonight,”
said Horn, who’s career record at South Carolina
dropped to 60-60 overall with the loss. “We just
turned the ball over and gave them too many
easy baskets. Every time it seemed like we were
chipping away or getting close, they hit a timely
shot or got something at the end of the break.
It didn’t help us any that Damontre Harris only
played 11 minutes (due to foul trouble) and really
didn’t produce anything.”
Carolina struggled from the field all night long
shooting just 22-68 or 32.4 percent for the night.
However, they managed to keep things close
thanks to 16 offensive boards and 23 points off 21
turnovers, accounting for more than half of the
teams points.
“I thought we did a really good job of picking
up our defensive pressure and intensit y and
extending it,” Horn said. “However, we needed a
collective performance tonight and we didn’t get
it.”
On the other side of the ball, South Carolina
gave up too many good looks to Tennessee (16-13,
8-6 SEC), evident by the 52.2 percentage they
shot from the field.
Sophomore Trae Golden led the Volunteers
with 21 points on 5-9 shooting, including 8-9
from the free throw line. As a team, Tennessee

shot 50 percent (7-14) from behind the arc.
The high percentage from the field masked
the 21 turnovers and 16 offensive rebounds given
up by UT and despite the turnovers head coach
Cuonzo Martin was impressed by both his team
and the fans that showed up to support the Vols.
“I thought [the fans] did a tremendous job
supporting us,” Martin said. “It gave us great
energy and gave our guys enthusiasm. It was great
for us and our program. That was one of the few
games I’ve ever been around where we’ve had
20-plus turnovers and I thought we played well.”
Poor starts to bot h halves played a major
factor for USC in the loss, as Tennessee raced
off to a 18-9 lead to start the game, and after the
Gamecocks had cut the deficit to two at halftime
the Vols scored 10 of the first 12 points after
halftime. Carolina did not record its fi rst rebound
until nearly five minutes had gone by in the game
and the Gamecocks never led.
“ We c a me i nto t he g a me wa nt i ng to b e
aggressive and more of an attacking team on both
ends of the f loor,” Horn said. “We just didn’t
complete the things we needed to get over the
hump and we got down early in the second half.”
I n add it ion to t he forced t u r nover s a nd
offensive rebounds, the Gamecocks also were
able to limit Skylar McBee, the junior who lit up
USC last month in Knoxville for a career-high
18 points. McBee, who sports an impressive
handlebar mustache, scored just eight points on
2-5 shooting.
However, at the end of the night, it was another
too-little-too-late effort from Carolina t hat
resulted in another addition to the loss column.
For the remaining two regular season games and
SEC tournament, Horn will be looking to his
players to turn the corner and end the season on
a positive note.
“Guys have to make plays,” Horn said. “They
have to fi nish shots, It’s really that simple.”
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USC coach Darrin Horn said that the players needed
to finish shots in the Gamecocks’ third-straight loss.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

